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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 18 May 2005 (18.05.05); 
original claims 1 to 9 replaced by new claims 1 to 5 (1 page)] 



1. A preform of a plastic container designed particularly for packaging 
foodstuffs comprising a conically-shaped container body with a convex 
hemispherical bottom, which flares towards a cylindrical neck, characterised 
by the single-layer body (4) in which the external diameter of the cone as 
measured at the point of connection with the cylindrical part (2) is equal to the 
external diameter of the cylindrical part, where the cylindrical part (2) ends 
with a flange (3) terminated in a thickened rim (5). 

2. The preform according to claim 1 is characterised by the &ct that the 
thickness (gl) of the flange (3) as measured at a distance of approximately 
0.5 mm from the flange end (3) is less than 0.25 mm (preferably app. 0.20 
mm) and that tiie wall thickness (gl) is less than or equal to the cylindrical 
neck wall thickness (g2). 

3. The preform according to claim (1) is characterised by that the rim (5) of 
the flange (3) has a annular fhickening (5 a) on top and underneath it, whose 
height (h) varies from 1.1 to 2.0 of the flange thickness (gl). 

4. The perform according to claim (1) is characterised by that the rim (5) of 
the flange (3) has a ring-like one-sided thickening (5b) on top of it, whose 
height (h) varies from 1.1 to 2.0 of the flange thickness (gl). 

5. The preform according to claim (1) is characterised by that the rim (5) of 
the flange (3) has a ring-like one-sided thickening (5c) underneath it, whose 
height (h) varies from 1.1 to 2.0 of the flange thickness (gl). 
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Statement under Article 19 (1) 



The effect of the ame«<haeats to fte cUdms on the patent description and drawings. 
The amcndn^ents made to claim 1 • -^tS^^t d^SelS^^^^ 

amendments made to claim fonnerly »m^^^ ^ -^-J ^X'fl^e 
the Summaiy of Invention presented on page 2 specmes tne uuckh 
and the point of such measurement more precisely. 

The State of An presented on page 1 should include information about patent US_A- 



4 751 035 



4. TvT« Txrr/PT 9004/000092 is aimed at claiming the shape 
International patent request ^'' J^^J^]:^Z^^ in the blow-monlding 

and the method of production °f ^P^^^^^^^^Xed^tih ^ standard 

sufficiently tight. 

■n. claimed preform is chara<«erised^a,«y^^^^ ^ ^ 

comparable to that encountered "'^^-T^^'^rf JTeSal preform ste«« that 

crucial elements, which are the neck and flange. 
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We know from oxir experience that when the flange thickness is greater than 03 mm 
the material's structm-e deteriorates and the standard seaming of an aluminium cap 
may cause the container material to crack which would make tight closure 
impossible. The crucial element of the preform is a thick rim located at the end of the 
flange. Not only does this rim provide additional sealing, but also it prevents the 
flange from slipping from a lock created during the seaming process. Owing to this, 
as already shown by testing, the tightness of a plastic can closed using the above- 
mentioned method is comparable to that of an aluminium can used for packaging 
heavily carbonated beverages. 
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